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PREFACE: THE task of selecting what terms should be included in
any branch of science offers many difficulties: in the case of
botany, it is closely linked on with zoology and general biology,
with geology as regards fossil plants, with pharmacy, chemistry,
and the cultivation of plants in the garden or the field. How far it
is advisable to include terms from those overlapping sciences
which lie on the borderland is a question on which no two
people might think alike. I have given every word an
independent examination, so as to take in all which seemed
needful, all, in fact, which might be fairly expected, and yet to
exclude technical terms which really belong to another science.
Words in common use frequently have technical meanings, and
must be included; other technical words are foreign to botany,
and must be excluded. Thus entire must be defined in its botanic
sense, and such purely geologic terms as Triassic and
Pleistocene must be passed by. The total number of rare
alkaloids and similar bodies recorded in...
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